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Coastal Bird ID




CoastalBird ID

This module includes information on the
Northeast region's most common
shorebirds for coastal Stewards;

-Sandpipers
‘Plovers
*Oystercatchers
‘Terns
Skimmmers

Indicates a migrant species: !

Indicates a nesting species: @
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Sandpipers
Small head

Relatively small eyes

Bill as long as head or
longer

Feed by continuously
probing into sand or
mud

PHOTO: RED KNOT WITH GREEN FLAG
GREG BREESE/USFWS




RED KNOT #

Medium-sized, heavy-looking sandpiper with black legs and bill

Breeding Non-breeding

PHOTO: RED KNOT IN NON-BREEDING PLUMAGH
WILLIAM MAJOROS :
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PEEPS

Leg color and size differentiate these two similar, small sandpipers.

Least 4
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Semi-palmated 4
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SANDERLING /

Plump and thick-billed with black legs. Lacks supercilium (eyebrow stripe) in breeding
plumage.

Breeding Non-breeding

PHOTO: SANDERLING IN NON-BREEDING PLUMAGE-
WILLIAM MAJOROS —

PHOTO: SANDERLING IN BREEDING PLUMAGH
JIM HUDGINS/USFWS



RUDDY TURNSTONE /

Medium-sized with mottled plumage, short orange legs, and slightly upturned bill.

Breeding Non-breeding
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PHOTO: RUDDY TURNSTONE IN NON-BREEDING PLUMAGE,
ANDY MORFFEWE * & ol ’

PHOTO: RUDDY TURNSTONE IN BREEDING PLUMAGEES
HANS HILLEWAER :



LARGE SANDPIPERS

Whimbrels are rusty-colored with a long, curved bill. Willets have a stark wing pattern.

Whimbrel 4 Willet §

. PHOTO: WHIMBREL IN FLIGHT = . i - PHOTO: WILLET IN FLIGHT,
WILLIAM MAJOROS . - — WILLIAM MAJOROS



Plovers

Large, rounded head
Relatively large eyes
Bill shorter than head

Feed using a hunt-
and-peck method

\PHOTO: PIPING PLOVER WITH COLOR BANDS
JIM HUDGINS/USFWS




PIPING PLOVER &

Small tan plover with black collar and headband, orange legs, and an orange-black bill.

Breeding Non-breeding

. PHOTO: PIPING PLOVER IN BREEDING PLUMAGH - i . B~ * priO TO PIPING PlO VER /N NON—BREED/NG PL UMA GH
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SEMI-PALMATED PLOVER #

Small brown plover with black collar and mask, orange legs, and an orange-black bill.

Breeding Non-breeding

\pHOTO: SEMI-PALMA TED PLOVER N B/?EED/NG PL UMA Ot
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WILSON'S PLOVER &

Medium plover with brown upperparts, black collar, thick black bill, and pink legs.

Breeding Non-breeding
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BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER /#

Large plover with black underparts, black wingpits, and mottled upperparts.

Breeding Non-breeding

—;JASON CROTTY .



KILLDEER &

Large brown plover with two black collars and rufous tail.

Profile View Broken-wing Display
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Oystercatchers

Large size
Long, orange-red bill

Feed on small to
medium size marine
invertebrates such as
bivalves, crustaceans,
or worms

PHOTO: AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER
MATT TILLET



AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER &

Note dark eye and bill and fresh-looking feathers on the younger adult.

Breedlng Adult Juvenile
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Terns

Extremely short legs

Long wings

Sharp bill

Adults lose some of cap in winter

Juveniles have scalloping on
upperparts
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LEAST TERN ©

Gray and white, black cap with white triangular forehead, yellow legs and bill.

Breeding Adult Juvenile

PHO 10! LEAS 7' TERN JU VEN/[

RACHEL CARSON NV _“ﬁ‘;“ , 38 AR : GREG SCHECHTERS-PRgSa




COMMON TERN &

Red-black bill, gray upperparts, many black primaries, dark underwing tips.

Breeding Adult In Flight

PHOTO: COMMON TERN WITH NUPTIAL FiS. L PHOTO: COMMON TERN WITH WINGS SPREAD
RYAN MANDELBAU, ——— = e —aMICHELE [AMBERTI



ROSEATE TERN &

Red-black to black bill, whitish upperparts, tail longer than wings, few black primaries.

Breeding Adult In Flight
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FORSTER'S TERN &

Whitish tern, black cap, orange-black bill, non-breeding plumage with black eyepatches.

Breeding

PHOTO: FORSTER'S TERN IN NON-BREEDING PLUMAGE
RINUS BAAK/USFWS, e




ROYAL TERN &

Large tern with a small crest and an orange bill.

Breeding Adult Juvenile

PHOTO: RO Yl TERN BREEDING ADULT WITH FISi
KIM TAYLOR HUL e

PHOTO: ROYAL TERN JUVENILA
SPENCER WRIGH. /



SANDWICH TERN &

Large, sleek tern with a medium crest and a black bill with a yellow tip.

Breeding Non-breeding

| PHOTO: SANDWICH G ' | PHOTO: SANDWICH TERNS IN NON-BREEDING PLUMAG,
L TRISH HARTMANNESES R JAMES ST JOHN:




CASPIAN TERN &

Large, robust tern with a small crest and a thick red bill.

Breeding Non-breeding
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Skimmers

Disproportionately
short legs

Razor thin bill

Lower mandible longer
than upper mandible

Feed by skimming |
shallow water with bill
and grabbing fish that
Jjump

PHOTO: BLACK SKIMMER SKIMMING IN FLIGH
DAN PANCAMO -



BLACK SKIMMER &

Black and white, tern-like bird with long, orange-black bill and orange legs.

Breeding Adult Juvenile

PHOTO: BLACK SKIMMERS IN BREEDING PLUMA G o~
MATT TILLET
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Additional Resources

Large Medium
147-18" 35 - 46 cm 8.57-12" 22 - 31 cm 67-8"15 - 20 cm
Large Shorebirds Medium Shorebirds Small Shorebirds
Whimbrel 17.5" 44.5 cm Lesser Yellowlegs 9.5" 24 cm Wilson's Plover 7.75" 19.5¢cm  Spotted Sandpiper 7.5” 19 cm
American Oystercatcher 17.5” 44.5cm  Black-bellied Plover 11.5” 29 cm Sanderling 7.75" 19.5 em Western Sandpiper
Willet 15" 38 em Short-billed Dowitcher 11 28 em White-rumped Sandpiper 65"165¢cm o o °
Gt clonlst #255ent SiAa koot s semplnated ssndppe Birds Caribbean has several quick
American Avocet* 18" 46 cm Red Knot 10.5” 26.5 cm Snowy Plover 6.25" 16 cm Behige
| * 14" . i Semipalmated Plover Least Sandpiper 6" 15 cm
Black-necked Stilt* 14" 35.5 cm Pectoral Sandpiper 8.5” 21.5cm ?FE 185 i

e e identification guides as well as
*not pictured Solitary Sandpiper* 8.5 21.5 cm Whie-ruped Soacipipar: Nick Doriag; All athes photos Walket Golde R R R R
Clues to help identify shorebirds Conat “in @) TR longer video guides to assist with
Size & Shape Bill Length & Shape Foraging Behavior

L ] L] [ ] L ] L] L ] [ ]
difficult shorebird identifications.
How big is it compared to other birds? Peeps (Semipalmated, Western, Least)
Walk or run with the head down,
’ * & picking and probing
‘ﬁ‘ -{ Short ~ Medium  Aslong Longer cRoitedisagdoioed

st Faad than Faad Bobts tadll_ up and down when walking
Flovers, Turnstone orsiancing

Small Medium Large Saioa White-rumped Sandpiper

W e For more info click here:

Cotbatoha Probes mud like "oil derrick,”
s A :
Wilet, rear end tips up

GUrvanire Dowitcher, Plovers

Shorebird Resources - Birds
' P

Yellowlegs
Specific Body Parts Stroll and pick

°
e Nl SN Caribbean
Eye size Plovers = larger, sandpipers = smaller

Tip slightly Probe mud with "sewing machine”
Leg & neck length downcurved Downcurved bill, body stays horizontal
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https://www.birdscaribbean.org/resources/shorebird-resources/

. e ®
TheCorneIILabq Get Involved Get eNews Donate c o n t I n u e d
A" AbOut BirdS Birds v LiveCams v Courses v BirdID  Q Search

Welcome to Our Bird Guide Additional Resources .
For more information about
Q searct individual species, visit the Cornell

T — Lab of Ornithology at All About Birds
o - Bird Guide.

Popular Species This training only includes the most
> N Bt o common coastal birds found in the
Northeast and is nhot an exhaustive

guide to coastal birds in your area.
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https://whsrn.org/about-shorebirds/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/
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